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SUBJECT: OKINAWA OCEAN EXPO 75 - AMERICAN CHAIRMAN? 

REF: TOKYO 1735 

1. THE REFERENCED EMBASSY MESSAGE REPORTS ON DISCUSSIONS WITH 
THE MOFA AND JAITE ON THE SELECTION OF AN AMERICAN AS CHAIRMAN OF 
THE COMMIS SIHNERS GENERAL. WE QUESTION. HOWEVER, WHETHER WE SHOULD 
WANT AN AMERICAN IN THAT POSITION, AT LEAST FROM THE POINT OF VIEW OF 
AMERICAN LOCAL INTERESTS ON OKINAWA. 

2. AS YOU ARE AWARE, THE EXPO HAS BEEN A CONTROVERSIAL MATTER IN 
LOCAL POLITICS IN OKINAWA, WITH THE LEFTISTS BLAMING IT FOR A 
VARIETY OF ECONOMIC ILLS. ALTHOUGH THE COMPLAINTS HAVE BEEN 
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DAMPENED DOWN BY THE RECENT GOJ "REEXAMINATION" OF EXPO PLANS, WHICH 
RESULTED IN THE SHORT POSTPONEMENT OF THE OPENING, THE LEFTISTS HERE 
WILL UNDOUBTED Y CONTINUE TO RAISE CHARGES AGAINST EXPO. THE OTHER 
FAVORITE LEFTIST TARGET HERE IS, OF COURSE, THE AMERICAN PRESENCE, 

AND IT WOULD SEEM THAT THE SELECTION OF AN AMERICAN CHAIRMAN OF 
THE COMMISSIONERS GENERAL WOULD GIVE THE LEFTISTS AN EXCUSE TO 
LUMP EXPO SOMEHOW WITH OUR BASE PRESENCE. LOCALLY AT LEAST IT 
WOULD SEEM BETTER IF THE CHAIRMANSHIP WERE HELD BY SOMEONE ELSE 
FRIENDLY LIKE A CANADIAN. 

3. SAYING THE ABOVE DOES NOT, HOWEVER, CHANGE OUR VIEW THAT IT 
WILL BE EXTREMELY IMPORTANT FOR OUR INTERESTS ON OKINAWA TO HAVE 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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A RESPECTABLE AMERICAN PARTICIPATION IN THE EXPO ITSELF. 
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